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: 2d disease
ales with “trich” do

‘not have symptoms so they do not

get treated. That's why it's common
for men to re-infect their partner(s).
This STD can cause problems
during pregnancy.

What causes
trichomoniasis?

“Trich” is caused by a tiny parasite
called Trichomonas vaginalis. It lives
in moist, dark parts of the body.

You can get this STD by having
unprotected sex with someone who
is infected. Unprotected sex is when
you have sex without a condom. This
includes oral, vaginal and anal sex.

mon symptom is fluid
e vagina in women or the urethra
(opening in the penis) in men. This fluid
is called a discharge. Most women have
symptoms. Men usually don’t have
symptoms.

Women's symptoms may include:

e A yellowish-green, foamy vaginal
discharge. The color may vary from gray
to green.

e A musty odor

¢ Vaginal redness or itchiness, or both

* Occasional lower belly (abdominal) pain
e Pain when urinating

e Pain during sex

Men's symptoms may include:

* Occasional pain when urinating and/or
a discharge from the penis. This is
called urethritis.
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the inability tc chilc

a pregnancy outside the utert
pregnancy), and chronic pelvic pain. It's
rare, but it is possible to die from an ectopic

Yes. To cure yo

provide
again i

pregnancy. provider may give you an .
metronidazole (me troe ni’ da zole) o
Do not drink alcohol while you are taking
metranidazole and for at least three days after
you finish treatment. If you do, you can get very What about my pa \S) ¢
sick. This medicine causes nausea, vomiting,
cramps, and headaches if mixed with alcohol.

If you have “trich” when you are pregnant,
you and your baby may have some

health problems. You may have an early
(premature) delivery and your baby may
have a low birth weight.

Trichomoniasis is a sexually transmitted 100% effective
disease. Because of this, your sex partners prevent the spread of other S
should be checked and treated, if needed, HIV, the virus that causes AID

\

even if they do not have symptoms. Do not have sex if you think you have
“trich” or you have been exposed. Visit

Can | get this infection again? a health care provider for a checkup. If
you are sexually active, you and your

Yes. You can get this STD again. Having it partners should get a full physical

once does not mean you are immune. As checkup. This includes a complete sexual

soon as you get “trich” you can spread it history and testing for common STDs.

until you take the right medicine and the You should be checked for gonorrhea,

infection is gone. You will be at risk for Chlamydia, syphilis, herpes, genital warts,

“trich” again if your partners do not take trichomoniasis, and HIV.

medicine and get rid of this STD before
ou have sex with them. This includes oral, .
o vagmalEed Will anyone know the results

of the exams?

Your test results and any treatment will be
kept absolutely confidential. No one can
find out your results, except you. If you are
under 18 you can be checked and treated
for STDs without getting permission from
your parents.
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